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Conducted within NHG premises 
including partner institutions under 
NHG DSRB purview and/or

Utilizes NHG facilities and/or

Conducted by or under the direction 
of an NHG employee, or 

Involves NHG patients.

DSRB reviews all human subject research that will be:



What Types of Studies Do Not 

Require DSRB Review?
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Refer to NHG IM 4th Edition Chapter 1.5 Does My Study Require DSRB Approval & 

pg.11 NHG IM: Checklist to determine if a QA/QI study will require DSRB review

• Quality improvement / assessment projects*

*Exceptions (may require DSRB review depending on the nature of the project) : 

• When the project is designed to contribute to generalizable knowledge

• Where participants are subjected to additional risks or burdens beyond usual clinical practice. 

• Case Reports/ Outbreak Investigations/ Disease Management/ Infection 

Control 

• Retrospective review of 1-2 case reports

• [New – Effective 1 Nov 2023] Studies Involving Anonymised Data and/or Human 

Biological Materials These studies do not meet the definition of human subject research, as 

there is no use of identifiable private information or identifiable biospecimens. These studies do not 

require review and approval by the DSRB.

• Animal research
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What Types of Studies Do Not 

Require DSRB Review?

https://www.research/nhg/com.sg > Conducting Research > 

Who Can Be A Principal Investigator > When is Ethics 

Approval Required

For QI/QA projects, use the checklist on the NHG research website to 

determine if your QA/QI study(ies) requires DSRB review.

https://www.research.nhg.com.sg/wps/wcm/connect/romp/nhgromp/06+conducting+research/when+ethics+appproval+required


When in doubt whether an activity requires DSRB review 

and approval:

• The Principal Investigator may write to the DSRB 

Secretariat with a summary of the proposal for 

preliminary assessment, and for the Domain to advise. 

What Type of Studies Do Not Require DSRB 

Review?
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The DSRB will advise accordingly. 
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Questions?

Refer to www.research.nhg.com.sg

Or contact the NHG Research 

Education Unit @ 

researchcoord@nhg.com.sg 

http://www.research.nhg.com.sg/

